ASE Vision Process
Public Comments
February - May 2019
*Email comments below appear as they were written. No edits have been made to spelling, grammar or content.
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2/7/19

Tom Kurt, MD, MPH
tomkurtmd@comcast.net
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Experience

Email

Comment
Subject: Disaster Recovery Reform Act - pay attention
Buried in the Federal Aviation Administration reauthorization act at the end of the
last Congress was the Disaster Recovery Reform Act. Of great potential interest is
section 1236 which requires FEMA to develop guidance and training on
coordination of emergency response plans within 180 days. See the attached for
the table of contents and section 1236.
In a DC meeting yesterday, I volunteered NASTTPO to assist FEMA in trying to
accomplish this task, which is obviously going to be nightmarishly difficult.
If you want the entire Disaster Recovery Reform Act just let me know. Below I
have reproduced FEMA’s description of all of the new tasks assigned to FEMA.
Attachment:
contents and section 1236 DRRA.pdf431 KB

2/24/19

Tom Kurt, MD, MPH
tomkurtmd@comcast.net

Airport
Experience

Email

Download
FAA Reauthorization Act of interest.
Subject: Aspen Airport Vision: The Whole Picture
Action Items
At the ASE Vision meeting at Doerr-Hosier. I feel most attending were very shallow
on facts. Please do an educational Mail Chimp and email handout to prevent
stupid questions. Allow immediate input to an ASE webwindow for questions, like

Date

Contact

Advisory
Group

Outreach
Channel

Comment
university students do in classes, rather than wasting huge periods of time on
"questions".
!. FAA pays for 90% of runway improvements, the county pays for the terminal
(issues bonds that are paid back by airline, shop and other fees).
2. Describe each regional aircraft manufacturer: Embraer and Bombadier wing
length in present aircraft and futures...including more sophisticated innovations
such as the upturned wingtips that help with fuel economy.
3. How is Aspen Valley Hospital with 15 beds going to handle 80 or more
casualties in larger aircraft?
4. Can the terminal building be built where general aviation is now and bury a
basement floor to lower the building dimension profile.
5. No one has mentioned the Stapleton property on the other side of the airport.
Place General Aviation on that 60 acre parcel.
6. Cancelled flights backup passengers overnight. The airport needs an an airport
hotel built across Hwy 82 at the AABC, such as an Element Hotel. The hotel needs
to be built NOW.
7. Immediate changes can be made to the current terminal building to add length
to the arrival section in the direction of the long term parking with a temporary
room on the Aspen side of the baggage.
Please provide coffee, and adequate coffee when sessions BEGIN. Be more
generous with snacks for those missing dinner and becoming hypoglycemic.
Consider having the meetings at the Wheeler, Paepcke, the District Theater or the
St. Regis
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2/22/2019
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Jackie Francis
jackfran@comcast.net
970-456-2054
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Vision

Email

Comment
Subject: Information for Tonight’s ASE Vision Airport Advisory Group Meeting
I hope this message goes to Melissa. Good job last night and really good launch.
I have a few observations that could be helpful:
there was a bit of a cart before the horse going on and I know this community
doesn't respond well to that. I think it's important to make sure the product is
created before we are asked to start promoting it (hope that makes sense)
people were looking for "tribes" or allies - which is silly. If we want to develop a
"product" then tribes are not useful. I'm sure your team has the expertise to
address this type of behavior.
I heard working groups felt like they didn't have a clear understanding of how
their voices would be heard. My understanding is they will be putting together
their piece of the "product" and that their work is essential. I heard that one of the
working group session was basically a gripe session.

2/22/2019

John Starr
jwstarr@sopris.net

Focus Group

Email

Again, you and your team did a great job and I'm just trying to help the process be
successful. I think the vision group is fine - there is definitely a spectrum of strongwilled people.
Subject: Question for ASE Vision process group...
I'm a Focus group member and have the following question/concern which I feel
would help us all in understanding what is possible: "Please give us a better
understanding just what the existing EA permits, so that we have a target against
which to measure various proposals."
Crowded terminal: standing room only

2/23/2019

Joe Driscoll
driscolljoe@hotmail.com

Focus Group

Email

4/10/2019

Tom Kurt, MD, MPH
tomkurtmd@comcast.net

Airport
Experience

Email

Subject: A new ASE for 30 years: Take into account this Air taxi startup: the future
in aviation
The mission statement has described that we are planning a new ASE for 30 years.
Take into account the future of aviation is including small air taxis as shown in this
weblink to Joby Aviation, which I expect will become popular with the wealthy. For
that reason I suggest, as I've suggested, that the general aviation at ASE be part of
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5/10/2019

Wayne Ethridge

Community
Character

Hotline

5/10/2019

Frieda Wallison
fkwallison@me.com

Community
Character

Email

Comment
this 30 year picture and be moved to the Stapleton parcel to accommodate such
air taxis and a heliport pod.
Then the present general aviation can be the location for a large Terminal
building.
The general aviation location for the new Terminal also will not interfere with
traveler traffic in and out of the current building during construction.
Subject: Air taxi startup: the future in aviation
The largest amount of investment funding for any one company went to secretive
air taxi startup Joby Aviation, which raised $100 million in February 2018. Their
investors included Intel, JetBlue and Toyota.
Notes from call:
• Would like questions answered before 5/23 meeting
• Distrustful of process, thinks set agenda/outcome already decided by the
BOCC
• Doesn’t like process, too consultant driven
• Thinks consultants’ approach is condescending
• Thinks we do not need to listen to FAA – has battled them before w/ desired
outcome
• Thinks not enough information
• and also too much information, the “average” participant can’t understand
I’m on the community character subcommittee. This is Mother’s Day weekend
and I should have realized I would have a problem parking this weekend at the
airport, but I was busy running errands in Aspen before going to the airport and
did not see a message from Pitkin Alert. When I got to the airport at 10:30 am
yesterday for an 11:25 flight, the long term lot was full. I was saved from missing
my plane by a very nice airport employee who guided me to one of the few illegal
spots remaining and helped me maneuver into it. But for that employee, I would
have missed my flight, just like some other locals I heard about recently, who had
to drive all the way to Denver to complete their trip. Not just based on my
experience yesterday, there is clearly a need for more parking at the airport. I
continually get notices from Pitkin Alert about the parking lots being full or
nearing capacity.
This matter should be top of our agenda on the Airport Vision Committee, but
we’ve talked about everything but. My suggestion would be to build much more
parking and put it underground (which admittedly is expensive), make it flexible
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5/10/2019

Frieda Wallison
fkwallison@me.com

Community
Character

Email

5/15/2019

Tom Kurt, MD, MPH
tomkurtmd@comcast.net

Airport
Experience

Email

5/24/2019

George Johnson
george@trixieelting.com

Technical

Email

Comment
space so it can be used for other purposes when the parking is not needed. It’s
nice to think about not using cars, but most of us do not have a choice. Yesterday,
I had to run a number of errands in Aspen and then get to my plane with all my
luggage. RFTA would not have served my purposes. I live in Old Snowmass and
could possibly have taken more car trips to accomplish what I had to do, which
would have been much less fuel efficient.
Thanks Mavis. Underground parking should allow us to free up a lot of surface
acreage for other purposes, particularly well-landscaped open space in the front
and possibly allow us to do something about the Highway 82 morning bottleneck,
where traffic coming from the airport complicates the merger of traffic lanes.
I’m finding our discussions way too theoretical, with a lot of people going to their
preferred camps (growth/no growth). The sooner we can get down to something
practical, the better. Those themes (growth/no growth) will still be heard, but in a
more structured context.
https://www.bombardier.com/en/media/newsList/details.bca-20180206bombardier-launches-new-innovative-50-seater-aircra.bombardiercom.html
These new Bombardier CRJs are smaller, not bigger and have no gate check bags
since overhead luggage is bigger.
Subject: Comment regarding the FAA TAF enplanement projection and sizing for a
proposed new terminal
It appears that the FAA TAF future enplanement projection for ASE is low for many
reasons. I believe their projections are based on the all the available historical
enplanement records. A future projection may look similar to attachment 200220018 if graphed using the last 16 years of data, or like the 2013-2018 graph.
The 2013-2018 has the most recent data but is a short period of time. I have
worked at Airport Guest Services for 11 years and have recently noticed a recent
substantial winter enplanement increase, something like the 2013-2018
projection. Remember, winter passengers are both from the US and many other
countries. For example, if the Brits and Australians spoke another language, at
times English would not be the most spoken language at the airport.
I feel this international and US constituency will continue be a strong market and
draw being there are still going to be many people that can afford Aspen. Aspen is
a world class resort, has an international group, is an area of great appeal,
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probably the only winter ski/snowboard destination airport in the world with the
City is only three miles away and a ski area that one could literally walk to. In
addition, the runway expansion will probably increase enplanements with larger
planes holding greater capacity and arriving from more distant and larger cities.
Neither my or FAA's projections are appropriate because they use yearly historical
averages. The facility needs to be planned for peak usage that occurs in the
winter. As such, we should make a case to the FAA that terminal sizing
enplanement projection should be based upon the winter time period
enplanements.
Attachments:

Date

5/23/2019
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Scott Writer
970-379-6476
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Comment

Vision

Email

First of all, I really appreciate the effort that is going into this process, I think it is
valuable and appropriate, and as difficult as i know it is your efforts to date are to
be lauded.
I just finished the survey and wanted to make the following suggestion.
Many of us have asked questions to which answers have been promised (some I
suppose that can never be definitively answered). I have yet to get feedback on
my questions and wondered if it might help all of us feel better about this if
there was a place on the ASE web site where all questions are listed and the
status of the answers and or answers themselves are noted. That way we can all
go see if a question has been asked and know our question is in process.
This could serve several purposes This could serve as a central communications hub. It will give volunteers a place to
“chat” or exchange info with staff that is open to everyone to learn from. Or just
provide the list of questions and status of answers.
It would encourage members to go to the web site for answers.
For those still noodling potential questions they could see all the questions asked
to date and decide the answers to the existing questions will suffice - thereby
potentially reducing redundancy in questions asked.
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It will make those of us who have asked questions comfortable that we have been
heard and the staff is working on the answers. EG I asked a question when i first
was appointed about historic emplacements, back as far as possible. I asked the
same question at the last meeting and it felt like it was the first time any heard it.
It could be a place where people could add new questions and a formal portal for
all questions, I would think that would help unify the process around what is
certainly a difficult task answering everyones questions.
Perhaps the questions could be broken up into groups, EG:
1) questions that have a factual answer - EG what have the historic emplacements
been?
2) legal opinion - EG can pitkin county charge landing fees in what ever amount
they choose based on whatever standards they choose?
3) Projections - EG what is projected growth of air travel to aspen and
surrounding. Or does the airport development / size drive growth?
4) Questions that cannot be answered factually or are purely opinion
5) Questions that haven’t been categorized yet
Anyway, food for thought. Thanks for your consideration
Also, would you please send me John Bennett’s email address? He is my
committee chair, and I would like the ability to communicate with him.

