
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

OUR MISSION   To serve the communities within the Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection 
District and help create a safer environment through the provision of quality emergency 
services, public education, and prevention programs with a professional dedicated force 
of volunteers and paid staff. 

www.carbondalefire.org 

Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection District 
300 Meadowood Drive 
Carbondale, CO 81623 

Missouri Heights – Station 85 

Redstone – 
Station 82 

 

Marble – 
Station 83 

Carbondale – Station 81 

RESIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT RATE 
ENACTED INTO LAW 

Tax Year(s) Rate 
Prior to 1983 30% 
1983 to 1986 21% 
1987 18% 
1988 16% 
1989 – 1990 15% 
1991 – 1992 14.34% 
1993 – 1994 12.86% 
1995 – 1996 10.36% 
1997 – 2000 9.74% 
2001 – 2002 9.15% 
2003 – 2016 7.96% 
2017 – 2018 7.20% 
2019 – 2020 7.15% 

 

Due to the impact of the Gallagher Amendment, 
anticipated impacts of the budget reduction 
include: 

v Extended response times to emergencies, 
including  medical calls and wildfires. 

v Eliminating the summer Initial Attack Wildfire 
Program. 

v Reduction in critical training for 9-1-1 
responders 

v Possible reduction of paramedic level 
service on 9-1-1 calls 

v Elimination of community education 
programs, including CPR classes and fire 
safety education programs. 

BALLOT QUESTION 7B 
CRFPD wants to sustain the amount of 2018 voter approved revenues and current service levels 
regardless of state-imposed adjustments caused by growth impacts outside of the fire district. CRFPD is 
seeking a local solution to this statewide issue.  
If Ballot Question 7B is approved by voters 
this ballot question will only take effect if  
the Statewide “de-Gallagherization”  
question (Amendment B) does not pass.  
 

If Ballot Question 7B passes, CRFPD  
cannot raise the RAR over the current 7.15%  
without a new vote. 

 

Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection District Ballot Issue 7B 
Revenue Stabilization (a.k.a. de-Gallagher) 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT 
Residential property owners in Colorado do not pay 
property taxes on 100% of their home's value? 
Residential property owners pay property taxes on 
only a percentage of their home's property value, 
called the "residential assessment rate", or "RAR". The 
Gallagher Amendment requires the percentage of 
property taxes paid by residential property owners in 
the State to be 45% of the total property taxes paid. 
The Gallagher Amendment also set the commercial 
assessment rate at 29%.   
 

To maintain the required 45/55 ratio, the RAR for 
residential properties has to decline as residential 
properties become a larger part of all property in the 
state.  In odd years, the Colorado Legislature is 
required to set the RAR at a level that will maintain the 
45% tax share required by the Gallagher Amendment.   
 

If the RAR drops to the expected 5.1% in 2021, this will 
reduce Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection District’s 
property tax revenue over $768,000. 

Due to the explosion of Front Range residential 
development, the Statewide Gallagher 
adjustments have decreased the RAR in every 
reassessment period since 2017, with another 
decrease projected in 2021. This decline has 
reduced property taxes collected by local 
governments, particularly in mountain and rural 
communities where there is relatively less 
commercial development. CRFPD will 
particularly affected as 88% of all property is 
residential. This reduction could force CRFPD to 
reduce basic services and not continue to 
implement the Master Plan of 2015, so CRFPD 
can stay within the amounts of approved tax 
revenues. 
  

IMPACT OF DECLINING RESIDENTIAL 
ASSESSMENT RATE ON CRFPD 
 

The Residential Assessment Rate is projected to drop 
in 2021 from its current level of 7.15% to 5.1%, an 18% 
decrease that will cause CRFPD property tax revenue 
to drop by over $768,000 in 2022. 

CURRENT FUNDING 
CRFPD voters approved a funding level in 2018, 
but the effects of the Gallagher Amendment will 
reduce that amount over 76%, almost negating 
the revenues that were approved by District 
voters in 2018. Because the District can only 
impose property taxes, it has limited ability to 
make-up this loss in operating revenue.  
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