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NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
CRYSTAL/REDSTONE 4-9-15 
 
Approximately 30 attendees.  attendees, including two Board members (Carl and 
Lou) and staff. Bill Gavette.  
 
In the interest of time, Mark abbreviated the typical presentation and jumped to 
the last slide with the eight questions used to begin discussion.  
 
What do you think of present services? What services do you want in the future? 
 

1. I would love to see more support for fire suppression. We are surrounded 
by USFS land and there is a lot of fuel.  Sure private property owners and 
HOAs can do this but it would be helpful to have the district support these 
collective efforts, provide guidance/expertise, equipment. 
 
Last year the Swiss Village HOA started to create a fund to support these 
efforts.  But some owners do not want to create defensible space, “stay off 
my property”. 
 
Response: the Colo. State Forest Service does provide up to $1200 match  
(grant is a 50-50 match) to help property owners do this.  Other areas in 
Colo have a dedicated crew that goes around to help with these types of 
efforts. 
  
Attendee comment: 6-7 years ago the district provided a wood chipper set 
up in Elk Park for residents to bring wood for chipping and then use the 
mulch for the property. 
 

2. Swiss Village wants to buy a siren can the Fire Dept. help with this? 
 

3. I am concerned about the response time in terms of wildfire and would like 
a shorter response time.  What about bringing back the roving wildfire 
suppression truck?  Carl responded that this is made in part by a donation 
and will occur for 1 more year. 
 

4. Several campgrounds sell fire wood and campers want a fire but some- 
times it is inappropriate due to wildfire danger.  Can the district help stifle 
the sale of firewood – can there be better enforcement? Bill responded 
that the BLM/USFS try to coordinate with the Sherriff’s Department to 
enforce fire bans.  
 

5. I commend the District for their efforts. They have come to Redstone for 
informational meetings and try to be proactive. 
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6. I would like to see a promotional campaign to “keep you hot ash in your 
car!” 

7. It would be helpful if the district could help us with information on fire 
suppression.  Bring it to us and we will help implement. 
 

8. EMS is very important to provide and should be supported. 
 

9. It would be nice to have paid staff here in Redstone, living at the fire 
station, on call 24/7. 
 

10. Is there any capacity for the district to help improve cell service in this 
valley?  A member of the public responded that this is a Pitkin Co. 
translator issue. Another member responded that perhaps Pitkin Co. could 
help with dispatch. 

 
Why Mil levy failed 
 

1. The ballot wasn’t presented early enough and in-depth.  There were no 
concrete thoughts as to why the question was being asked.  If properly 
defined it might work next time. 
 

2. Pitkin County already taxes us so much.  Then they turn around and buy 
open space why can’t some of the money be shifted to the fire district? 
 

3. No sunset.  It was a big increase without a provision to adjust. 
 

4. A member of the public asked the two board members why they believed 
the mil levy was defeated.  Lou said it came down to too much at the 
absolute wrong time.  If we do anything again we will scale back and 
sunset. Carl dittoed Lou’s remarks and added that the ability to reduce or 
adjust after a number of years is very important.  Carl then explained that 
property values are probably going to increase this year but how much is 
still unknown and how that will affect the district is unknown and we will 
keep everyone apprised.  This is complicated because it is a large district 
with 24/7 crews on duty and we need highly trained staff. 
 

How do you get your information? 
1. Would the district consider using the public radio stations to get the word 

out? Particularly when there is a wildfire alert or no burn day. 
 

2. PSAs 
 

3. Pitkin County Alerts 
 

4. Both public radio stations. 
 

5. Echo 
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6. Signs on both bridges 

 
 

General Discussion Points: 
1. Good job, hold onto the crew. 

 
2. The website should be more specific about the budget and personnel. 

 
3. What is the impact on this district with the Rifle Wildfire facility?  Bill 

responded that he was not sure but currently there are mutual aid 
agreements in place. One helicopter is already stationed in Rifle and 
additional air support may become part of this facility/project. Final details 
of Rifle facility unknown at this time. 
 

4. Who is the first responder to a crash or well site accident or hazardous 
site?  Lou Ellers responded that Carbondale Fire would be the first 
responder to a well pad disaster; even it would be on the other side of 
McClure Pass. The District does not have  Mutual Aid Agreements with 
Ragged Mountain Fire District (Disitrct on the other side of McClure.  Of 
course, Carbondale Fire would be the first responder to any truck/fracking 
vehicle accident  if there was some sort of problem along Highway 133 
within the Crystal Valley.  

 
Revenues 

1. Could Pitkin County, which buys open space in our district shift money to 
support the fire district? 
 

2. How much can the district tap into oil/gas severance fees? 
 


