
 

 

CARBONDALE & RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING                               BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

CARBONDALE FIRE HEADQUARTERS                          MARCH 8, 2017 

 

 

The Board of Directors of the Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection District met for their regular 

meeting on March 8, 2017 at the Carbondale Fire Headquarters/Training Building. 

 

President Gene Schilling called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Directors present were Mike 

Kennedy, Louis Eller, Carl Smith and Tom Adgate.  Also present were Ron Leach, Jenny 

Cutright, Eric Gross, Rob Goodwin, Bill Gavette and Frank Nadell.  Nate Eckloff from RBC 

Dane Rauscher, Wes Bradish from RBC Dane Rauscher and Tom Peltz from Kutak Rock were 

present on the telephone. 

 

 

CHANGES TO AGENGA 

There were no changes to the agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The items on the consent agenda were:  

• Approve the Minutes of February 8, 2017 Regular Meeting  

• Approve Current Bills and Balances 

 

MOTION:  made to approve the consent agenda as noted.   Carl Smith requested to have an 

update on ISO on each month on the agenda. He requested the February meeting meetings reflect 

this request. It carried and passed 4-0, including the change to the minutes, with Mike Kennedy 

abstaining due to his absence. 

 

 

PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 

No members of the public in attendance 

 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Staff Planning Meeting Update  Ron Leach said the staff is working on Strategy 8, Training and 

Competency.  He said that the consultants commented throughout the master plan that there 

needs to be more officer development.  He said that the chief officers have been developing the 

fire officer program. He added there are four people in the fire officer one course and 13 in the 

firefighter two course right now. Ron Leach said that the fire officer trainees will be attending a 

week-long training course out of the district during 2017. He added that many of the 

recommendations, including officer development and continuing education, cost money. He said 



 

 

that the staff is continually working with the master plan.  Rob Goodwin added that that another 

big focus in 2017 is working with the volunteer officers on incident management training.  

 

 

Marble Fuel Release  Rob Goodwin said the drilling began yesterday. He said three of the five 

holes have already been drilled. Rob Goodwin said the holes are water monitoring wells which 

will be used to locate and triangulate the water table. He said that samples have been collected 

continuously and will be sent for evaluation. He said that he expects to have the lab reports back 

within a week and will find out if any further mitigation is needed. 

 

Ron Leach said that the current cost estimate for the project is $30,000.   

 

 

ISO Update    Rob Goodwin said ISO came for the survey. He said they requested data before 

their arrival and he has sent additional information since the visit. He said that ISO said to expect 

results in about 6 months. 

 

Carl Smith asked how the rural water shuttle went. Rob Goodwin said that they did not have to 

perform the water shuttle since it was rated in 2012. He said as long as there is no new 

equipment, ISO will use the rating from we already have in the water shuttle.  Carl Smith said 

that he no longer wants a monthly update on the ISO survey, unless there is something Rob 

Goodwin needs to report.  

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Outstanding Bonds/Refinance  Eric Gross said the included resolution is a parameters resolution 

He said that it allows the district to move forward with the refinancing of the bonds under certain 

parameters. Eric Gross noted that refinancing the bonds is in the best interest of the taxpayers, 

since it will save them money. He added it is TABOR exempt. 

 

Eric Gross said that said he spoke with Tom Peltz, the District’s bond counsel, today regarding 

the resolution. He said that if the board approves the resolution it could be canceled until closing 

occurs. He added that the rate locked in until March 31 and there is an upward pressure on rates, 

so they feel rates could increase once the lock expires. He said the closing will happen within 

two weeks of the resolution approval. 

 

Eric Gross and Tom Peltz answered questions on specifics in the resolution. Nate Eckloff 

reviewed the savings by refinancing the bonds now. He said that if the board decided to move 

forward with a new bond, this new debt would wrap around this debt service. He reviewed 

options for a new bond.   

 

Discussion regarding staying at the same mill levy with a new bond followed. Gene Schilling 

said that he would like to see data on a neutral mill levy and 25-year payback.   Additional 

discussion regarding other options and the capital improvement plan followed.   



 

 

 

MOTION:  made to approve Resolution 2017-003, A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance by 

Carbondale and Rural Fire Protection District of Its Convertible General Obligation.  It carried 

and passed unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Residential Assessment Rate Change  Carl Smith said he attended a meeting and there are a 

number of other fire districts that are very concerned about the reduction in the residential rate 

assessment. He said that he would like to discuss this topic again.  Discussion followed. It was 

decided to see if Tom Peltz would be available to call in to the Board of Directors meeting in 

May to discuss this.  

 

 

MOTION:  made to adjourn the Board of Directors meeting at 6:24 p.m.  It carried and passed 

unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Jenny Cutright, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

___________________________    

Gene Schilling, President                                


