
 

 

CARBONDALE & RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                               BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
CARBONDALE FIRE HEADQUARTERS                            APRIL 12, 2017 
 
 
The Board of Directors of the Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection District met for their regular meeting on April 
12, 2017 at the Carbondale Fire Headquarters/Training Building. 
 
President Gene Schilling called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  Directors present were Mike Kennedy, Louis 
Eller and Tom Adgate.  Also present were Ron Leach, Jenny Cutright, Rob Goodwin, Frank Nadell and Jake 
Spaulding.   Director Carl Smith attend by telephone.  
 
 
CHANGES TO AGENGA 
There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
The items on the consent agenda were:  

 Approve the Minutes of March 8, 2017 Regular Meeting  
 Approve Current Bills and Balances 

 
MOTION:  made to approve the consent agenda as noted.  Louis Eller asked a question about an invoice, 
which Rob Goodwin explained.  Carl Smith said that at the state trauma meeting there was emergency grant 
funding for an ambulance that had blown an engine.  Carl Smith asked about the Bearcomm invoice.  Gene 
Schilling said it was for pagers. It carried and passed unanimously.    
 
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Ron Leach said that he asked Jake Spaulding to report on the recent wildland assignment.  Jake Spaulding said 
the crew traveled to Ashland, KS for six days in March on a 6,070-acre fire. He said the Carbondale crew ran 
night ops to support the local volunteer fire department. Jake Spaulding said the crew was part of history. He 
said that engines from Colorado had never been deployed to Kansas to fight fires.  General discussion regarding 
the assignment followed. 
 
Rob Goodwin said that Jake Spaulding is a leader on the wildland program and does a great job keeping the 
crew safe and dealing with the logistics of the assignment. Ron Leach added that Jenny Cutright handles the 
reimbursement and other details the assignment. He said she does a huge job taking care of this. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
Redstone Castle  Carl Smith questioned the status of the Redstone Castle.  Ron Leach said that they are holding 
weddings at the Castle and that it had been inspected twice recently. Carl Smith noted concerned with fire 



 

 

protection in the past. Ron Leach added that the electrical was updated and the venue is not using the kitchen or 
allowing overnight accommodations. 
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Capital Projects Needs  Ron Leach reviewed the capital projects needs spreadsheets. He said the staff has 
worked on these projections for a number of years. He added that a capital projects needs assessment was 
identified in the master plan.  Gene Schilling noted that the needs assessment is a fluid document. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
2017 Bond Refinance Status  Ron Leach said that the bond refinance has closed. He said refinancing the bonds 
saved the taxpayers money over the life of the loan.   
 
Ron Leach said that he would like to have a someone from the bond office call in and discuss the Gallagher 
Amendment and how it could affect the district’s revenues in 2018. Ron Leach said that the state legislature will 
set the new rate for assessing tax due to the Gallagher Amendment on April 15 and valuations will be sent to 
property owners on May 1. He explained how the market rate becomes the assessed valuation. He added that the 
previous estimate from Dain Rauscher RBC was that the district would need a 20% increase in assessed 
valuation to stay even in property tax revenues, not including the reduction from the expiring mill levy override. 
Ron Leach noted that the district is looking at a significant funding decrease. 
 
Marble Fuel Release Update  Rob Goodwin said the drilling for the ground water monitoring wells and dirt 
sampling is complete. He said that they hope to have results any time.  General discussion followed.  Carl Smith 
asked where the expenses for the fuel release would be paid from. Ron Leach said it would need to come from 
the general reserves. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
CDPHE Grants  Ron Leach asked Carl Smith when the next grant cycle from the CDPHE starts.  Carl Smith 
said grants would be due in the middle of February. 
 
 
MOTION:  made to adjourn the Board of Directors meeting at 6:30 p.m.  It carried and passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
___________________________ 
Jenny Cutright, Recording Secretary 
 
 
___________________________    
Gene Schilling, President                                


