
 

CARBONDALE & RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING                               BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

CARBONDALE FIRE HEADQUARTERS                              JULY 12, 2017 

 

 

The Board of Directors of the Carbondale & Rural Fire Protection District met for their regular 

meeting on July 12, 2017 at the Carbondale Fire Headquarters/Training Building. 

 

Vice-President Mike Kennedy called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.  Directors present were 

Louis Eller and Carl Smith.  Also present were Ron Leach, Jenny Cutright, Bill Gavette, Frank 

Nadell and Eric Gross, Mike Wagner, Jake Spaulding and John Colson.  President Gene Schilling 

and Director Tom Adgate were absent. 

 

CHANGES TO AGENGA 

Carl Smith requested to add Marble Fuel Release Update and Grand Avenue Bridge Closure 

Update to the agenda. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The items on the consent agenda were:  

• Approve the Minutes of June 14, 2017 Regular Meeting  

• Approve Current Bills and Balances 

 

MOTION:  made to approve the consent agenda as noted.   It carried and passed 3-0.    

 

PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Marble Fuel Release Update   Ron Leach said that a plan was submitted to the Colorado 

Department of Public Health to remove the contaminated dirt. He said that there are a few dump 

truck loads of dirt to remove.  He said that the CDPHE has approved the removal and that the 

South Canyon Landfill will accept the contaminated dirt. Ron Leach said that the dirt removal and 

subsequent landscaping will begin in September, once the tourist season slows down in Marble. 

He added that repairs to the lower parking lot will be done at the same time.  Ron Leach said that 

$80,000 is budgeted for this project, but hopes it will be less. 

 

Grand Avenue Bridge Closure  Jenny Cutright and Jake Spaulding reviewed the progress on the 

Grand Avenue Bridge closure planning.  Jake Spaulding said the district averages one call every 

three days during the peak period afternoon travel period in to Glenwood Springs. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Review 2018 Draft Budget  Ron Leach reviewed the draft budget that was distributed at the June 

meeting. He said that the budget reflects the expiration of the temporary mill levy override that 

was approved in 2015. He said the temporary mill levy override expires on December 31, 2017.  

 



 

Ron Leach said the District’s revenues will decrease substantially once the mill levy override 

expires. He said that the draft budget expenditures are the current expenses plus inflation. He added 

that about two-thirds of the budget are personnel costs.  He noted the other one-third of the budget 

has many expenses that cannot be cut, such as fuel and insurance. 

 

Ron Leach recommended that Board of Directors put a question on the November 2017 ballot to 

extend the temporary mill levy override for four years and the District have a no growth budget.  

 

Ron Leach said that the fire department needs to be funded. He said that the consequences to not 

fund the fire department would be severe. 

 

Ron Leach said that RBC Dain Rauscher provided information regarding a bond schedule that was 

previously discussed.  He said the schedule is more favorable than it had been, but that he does not 

suggest asking the voters for a bond issue this at this time. He said it is more important to keep the 

operations of the fire department funded. 

 

Eric Gross said that the District needs to notify the county clerks if the District wants to participate 

in the November 2017 election by July 28. He suggested notifying the clerks that the District is 

possibly planning to participate. 

 

Discussion followed. The Board of Directors verbally agreed to notifying the county clerks that 

the district may participate in the coordinated election. The Board of Directors also directed staff 

to prepare a draft ballot question for discussion.  Mike Kennedy suggested talking about the length 

of term for a ballot question. 

 

Ron Leach said that 1.75 mills was worth $595,421 in 2016 and is expected to be worth $640,650 

in 2018. 

 

MOTION:  made to reserve a space on the ballot for a mill levy override question.  It carried 

and passed 3-0.   The Board of Directors also requested the staff present a draft ballot question and 

review the pros and cons of different ballot terms. Eric Gross noted that there is staff time and cost 

involved every time the District has a ballot question. Further discussion regarding different terms 

of time for a ballot question. 

 

Ron Leach noted that the preliminary assessed valuations will not be received until August 10.  He 

noted that the dollar amounts will be estimates until the assessed valuation are received.  

Discussion regarding assessed valuations and a possible special meeting followed.  Eric Gross said 

that a ballot question needs to be certified to the county clerks by September 8, but would need to 

be finalized by August 31, so staff has time to get the questions to the clerks in the proper format 

for each county. 

 

Mike Kennedy said that he feels there is no question that a ballot question is needed. He added if 

the Board of Directors is going to keep the fire department at the level the public expects and 

deserve, a ballot question is a must. He noted the district isn’t asking for more funding, just to keep 

the current funding level. 

 

 

 



 

NEW BUSINESS 

Pension Board Meeting  Mike Kennedy said a pension board meeting was scheduled for tonight 

but Karen Tafejian said neither she nor Doug Davis could attend and asked if it could be cancelled. 

The Board of Directors agreed to cancel the Pension Board meeting and hold the next meeting at 

the regularly scheduled meeting in October.  

 

Garfield County Federal Mineral Lease District Grant  Ron Leach said that the District received 

$20,000 reimbursement for the command trailer from the grant Jenny Cutright wrote to the 

Garfield County Federal Mineral Lease District. 

 

Wildfire Ron Leach said the wildfire danger is very high. He said that all of the conditions are 

present for a large wildfire. He said there hasn’t been any meaningful rain in six weeks, the 

humidity is low and grasses are dry. He added there were 9 new fires reported in the Rocky 

Mountain area yesterday and there are six uncontained large wildfires in Colorado right now.  

 

Ron Leach said the crew is back from the Peak 2 Fire. He said in the West, there were 175 new 

fires yesterday and 47 uncontained large fires. He said there are six Type I teams and 14 Type II 

teams out on wildfires. 

 

Mike Kennedy asked if the IA teams are currently on duty. Ron Leach said they have been working 

daily.  Louis Eller asked if there were any issues with fireworks over the Fourth of July.  Bill 

Gavette said there were two fires on the Fourth of July, one south of the Pinon Pines apartments 

that was started by kids. He said residents saw the fire and put it out quickly.  Bill Gavette said the 

second fire was near the water treatment plant.  

 

Redstone Community Association  Louis Eller said he met with the president of the RCA. He said 

they really appreciated the parade and water fights.  

 

 

MOTION:  made to adjourn the Board of Directors meeting at 6:20 p.m.  It carried and passed 

3-0. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Jenny Cutright, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

___________________________    

Mike Kennedy, Vice-President     

    

    

    


